NOTICE  ON THE BUDDHIST MONKS.         3if

the town will be seen Hocking in their finest dresses to
witness the display of fireworks which takes place on the
occasion of burning the corpse. A funeral pile of a square
form is erected on the most elevated spot. Its height is
about fifteen feet, and it ends with a small room made for
receiving the coffin. The corpse having been hoisted up
and laid in the place destined for its reception, fire is set
to the pile in a rather uncommon way. An immense
rocket, placed at a distance of about forty yards, is directed
towards the pile by means of a fixed rope guiding it
thereto. Sometimes the rocket is placed on a huge cart,
and pushed in the direction of the pile. In its erratic and
uncertain course it happens occasionally that it deviates
from its course, and plunges into the ranks of the crowd,
wounding and killing those it meets. As soon as it conies
in contact with the pile, the latter immediately takes fire
by means of combustibles heaped for that purpose, and
the whole is soon consumed. The few remaining pieces
of bones aiie religiously collected, and buried in the vicinity
of some pagoda. Here ends the profound veneration,
amounting almost to worship, which Buddhists pay to
their recluses during their life and after their demise.

Two chief motives induce the sectaries of Buddha to be
so liberal towards the Talapoins, and to pay them so high
a respect; viz., the great merits and abundant rewards
they expect to derive from the plentiful alms they bestow
upon them, and the profound admiration they entertain
for their sacred character, austere manners, and purely
religious mode of life. The first motive originates from
interested views ; the second has its root in that regard
men naturally have for persons who distinguish themselves
from others by a more absolute self-denial, a greater re-
straint and control of their passions, a renouncement of
permitted pleasures and sensual gratifications from reli-
gious motives. According to the fundamental dogma of
Buddhism, any offering made to, or indeed any action
done for the benefit of, a fellow-man is deserving of reward